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‘a U.S. aircraft carrier, accord-! tween President Kennedy and 
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This Wes The Moment That:-We 


The gravest moments .of the 


' Cuban missile crisis came: when | 


a confrontation nearly occurred | 
between a Soviet submarine and | 
‘ ing to newly published memoirs 
‘ of the late Sen. Robert F. Kea- 
_ nedy. 

i The memoirs, published from | 
ithe Kennedy estate for more 
ithan $1 million and published 
‘yesterday in McCall's Magazine, 
‘ added new details to the histor 
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~ EMOTIONAL EXCHANGE 

The memoirs also reveal some I 
new glimpses Into the un- | 
published correspondence be- 


then’ Soviet Premier Nikita S. | 
Khrushchev. In one letter, Pres- | 


you or any other sane man 
would, in this nuclear age, de- 

liberately plunge the world into | 
war which it is crystal clear no : 


Sen. Kennedy wrote that Geis 


Curtis LeMay, then Air Force: 


4 


Chict of Staff and now George + 


President that, military attack | | 
was “essential.” r 


‘ident Kennedy told the Soviet | When the President asked the ‘. “ Robert 
leader: “I have not assumed:that | likely response of the Russians, | 


Robert Kennedy wrote, Gen. ' 
LeMay insisted thore would be | 
none. The President was skepti- ; - 
cal and told Gen. LeMay the: 


a Trirtecn bays. 


down over Cuba, “at first there / 
was almost unanimous agree-») 
ment that we had to attack ear-'" 


| Wallace’s vice presidential can-; -ly the next moming with bomb- « 
| didate, argued strongly with the, ers. and fighters and destroy the © - 


Sam (surface imair missile) * we 


wu ites." 3 . 


Kennedy said the first , 
days of strategy. meatings were. 
dominated by consideration of - 
‘the “morw question" of wheth- ; 
er, despite what, had shappened, » 
-the United States could attack a 
small nation like Cuba and: still} 


country could win. , .” j Russians could not “do nothing” | 
In an emotional letter to the { 2bout a U.S. attack on Cuba =| 
“President Oct. 26, parts of which |; that they would reply ither in ; - hor : 
have appeared in print previous- | Cuba or Berlin. Set ; world. Pe : 
ly, Khrushchev said: “If people i, Son. Kennedy said his brother | His final conclusion was that, 
do not show wisdom, then in the | Was distressed that, with the ex- | war was averted by making it 
final analysis they will come to | ception of Gon. Maxwoll D, Tay- ‘firmly .clear to Russia that .the 
a clash, like blind moles, and ‘ lor, his military advisers i United States would not tolerate: 
then reciprocal extermination: “seemed to give so little consi- | an offensive missile base | in 
will begin.” Fake S the implications of | cies ne seth grerie tgar 
Robert Kennedy also reported : steps they suggested.” : re) ing to : 
that at one soit in oe “He said the experience eme ' extent her own vital securi. 
‘ President Kennedy ordered U.S. | phasized the need for “civilian, , Y Was alfoted. oa 
“imilssiles" with atomic warheads! direction and. control” and for! | He quoted his brother, as say-.. 
in Turkey defused, sp-that if the raising “probing questions”. to | ing: “If anybody. is around to 
Russians attacked Turkey in re- military recommendations. Teese alter ve pd plead 
sponse to the Cuban crisis, the ft & lerstand that we made ev- 
President personally would have * Then Defense Secretary Rob-, ery effort to.find peace and ev-| *. : 


. 4 i rt S. MeN I ‘ ‘i * _ 
to give permission before they : wivoests i oe ae I ne Bey to give our adversar-' 


could be used. - He finally used, Sen. Keonedy' doing $0 (posh the Rcint ae 


‘cal record of the showdown be- 
tween the United States and 
: : Russia in October, 1962. - 
' At the height of the crisis on 
- ‘Wednesday, Oct.'24, Sen. Kenne- 
| dy reported, two Soviet cargo 
‘ships approached the U.S. Navy 
“quarantine” barrier set up 
jacross the Atlantic approaches 
!to Cuba..A Russian sub was 
! sailing submerged between the 
| two ships. 
. SIGNAL 
; The U.S. Aircraft Carrier Es- 


i sex was to signal the submarine 
jby sound equipment to: surface 
(and identify itself, Sen. Kennedy 
isaid, He said that if it refused, 
‘the Essex was to drop depth 
‘charges with ‘a small explo-| 


maintain a moral position at: 
home and in the eyes of the; 


' 


a : The article also told of a poig- ; reported: ; card® : i 
i8ive"” to force chiar ‘nant moment when the two: ADVANCE STATISTICS | Hi ion beyond’ what is necessary, : 
Robert Kennedy descri the brothers, both later assassinate : Lit [aE a oney femmes me sick aint oad 


| He described how other pre:* 
parations were far advanced for; 
, anattack against Cuba should, aes 
the blockade -‘fail Mri 7 - 
-Mewnamara, for example, al-: 
ready had figured that 250,000. 


‘appearance and thoughts of his: 44 ree 
brother President John F. Ken-, hed ee aie he cties 
nedy, at this moment: i : 

“ J, The President, recalling Abra- 
“pg wae the world on the Drank sam, Lincoln's death after. the 
of a holocaust? Was it our er-. Civil War, wryly . commented: 

eae tk Pe “This is the night I should go to; men would be required for “an: 

have been done? Or not done?| the theater. invasion, including 90,000 Mas: 
His hand went up to his-face, “If you do, I want to go with Tines and airborne forces, and. 

‘and covered ‘his mouth. He! you,” Robert Kennedy replied. | Ha Eanes against Cuban 

_ opened and closed his fist. His! ' ANXI argets, Liae 

face seemed drawn, his eyes' EAE oe As the crisis unfolded, Robert 


: ” : Robert Kennedy’g account de- : ‘ 
pained, almost gray. ‘tails how close the Cuban crisis Kennedy Twported, his brother 


_. Robert Kennedy ‘quoted the 
*President as saying: “Isn't 
there some way we can ayoid 
- having our first exchange with a 
Russian submarine — almos 


a 


came to actual war in several: 
ways — how military advisers 
pressed for an‘ attack against. 
Cuba; how advance prepara-l. 


; anything but that?”’ 


' Minutes later, a message! approached, the chances for 


came that some of the Soviot: 
‘ships headed toward Cuba had, 
stopped. President Kennedy or-' 
dered the Essex to do: nothing’ 
‘but give the Russian vessels an’ 
‘opportunity to turn back: One 
. stage of the crisis was over,” 


; sevens iD aes 


‘tions for such an attack wore: 
‘made; and how, as the climax 
miscalculation by both countries! 
ew. ; 
From the boginning, he said,! ~ 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff were’ 
unanimous in advocating 
On. 


was not sanguine about the re- 
sults ... Each hour ‘the situa-' 
tion grew steadily more serious, 
The feeling grew that this cup’ 
Was no going to pass and that a! 
direct miptary confrontation be-' 
tween ‘the-.two great auclear: 
Powers was inevitable.” ’ 

He recalled that when a U2. 
Zeconnaissance plane was -shot 


ret hs! 
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